[Radiological examination of the hip. Analysis of standard projections].
Plain radiography of the hip joint is the imaging modality of first choice. The standard projections are an anteroposterior view of the whole pelvis and a lateral view of the involved hip. Depending on the suspected pathology, different lateral projections are used such as the Lauenstein view, a false profile view, or a lateral cross-table view. Additional projections may be helpful in special indications. For correct analysis and interpretation, the radiographs need to be checked for adequate orientation and exposure. The orthopedic surgeon has to be familiar with the imaging technique of each radiograph and its normal appearance in order to assess the orientation of the pelvis during exposure and to detect even subtle pathology or changes in orientation of the acetabulum or proximal femur.